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Okanagan College Writes About Tech Careers; Mentions ASTTBC

The Director of Public Relations at Okanagan College, Allan Coyle, wrote in the Capital News on March 18,
2011, about science in K-12, science fairs and technology education. And, good friend that he is, he mentioned
ASTTBC’s role in promoting technology education and careers. “ASTTBC has a strong working relationship
with Okanagan College”, said Executive Director, John Leech. We appreciate all they do to promote science and
technology careers.” Bruce Stevens, AScT, ASTTBC Regional Manager, Okanagan, said “I work hands-on with
Okanagan College in areas such as their technology programming and in providing services to members.”

Friday, March 18,2011 capitalnews Al3

vivww.kelownacapnews.com

¥ POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION

Closing the gap on shortfall of science and math asplrants

that drive thingssuchas .+ deal of interest. Civil en- innovation on the tech-
Hhaxes and voleanoes. gineering technology nical front requires peo-
But somewhere be- and university enginéer-  ple with the right skills. A
tween that elementary and  ing programs are exam- cure Tor cancer requires
tigh school interest insci-  ples of that, But for oth- biologists, research scien-
ence and enrolments in ers—computer informa-  tists andl lab technicians.
post-secondary education,  tion systerns, for example, The provincial gov-

there”s an isswe.

" or network and tefecom-

emment is not the first

~ NEWS

Some of that student munications engineering agency to siep into pro-
indefest evaporates like technology—the interest mete science and technol-
dry jee, The resull is not levels fall short of current gy as a career pursuit,
as many stodents asthere  and predicted employer The Applied Science .
shouldbe pursue science,  demand. And the demand  Technologists and Tech- %
technology and techni- is woefully short from nicians of British Colum-
cal education intheir post-  one particularly important  bia have been working
secondary studies. group: Females. with many agencies, orga-

" I"sone of the reasons Many postulaie about  nizations and individuals

10767 — 148th Street,

Surrey, BC V3R 0S4 | TeL: 604.585.2788 | Fax: 604.585.2790 | emaiL: techinfo@asttbc.org
WEB: www.asttbc.org

his year has been SCHOOI'S the reasons for the lack of  togetthewordout. (One  petitions). UBCO, OC, ence fairs so exciting for  you know, 2 great place to
deemed the Year o interest in science from of thereasons they areso school districts, Science kicls and nurture it, let start is the Year of Science
of Science by Brit- g girls and young women. supportive with spomsoe-  World, even individual thern see the caréers and website at www.yearof-

ish Columbia’s govem- Some suggest that there ship of events like Oka- companies and firms are opportunities that canun-  sclencebcca. -

ment. 1 was reminded of are stereotypes thatscare  maganClollege’s Spaghet- - stepping up to the plate. fold. If you want to help, Allan Cayle is the

that several times vecently, girls away. (Think The ti Bridge competition, We need to take the and need some raw ma- director of public affairs

as late as Thursday. Big Bang Theory ontele-  Robocup, and math com-  curiosity that makes sci- terial to inspire someons at Okanagan College.

Waikmgttmughﬂle VJ.SiO[l,aSﬂ.ﬂexﬂInple:l it o ke 2 . B e e e T YA YT P 2 m @ £

atriom of Okanagan Col- Others say that the sci-

lege's Centre for Learning -~ = ences aren”t viewed as a

as School District 23 of- that the provincial govern-  destination to find social

ficials were settingup for ~ menthas invested topro- caneers, where you get to

the regional science fair, mole scicnce this year. work with people. (That's

Twas captivated by the Industry, educa- far from trae—ask al-

names of the experiments  tors and innovators have most anyone who works

and demonstrations that sounded the warming bell - n technologeal fields or

students were going tobe  about the disconnect be- in science.)

bringing to the fair. tween the need for peo- Ignoring the ge‘nder

- Ifsobviousthatthere  ple with these skills and gap for aminute, there i¢

is gtill a grreat deal of cu- knowledge and the mam- anissus we need to ad-

rosity among young- ~ bers who are responding dress for the long-tenn. §

erstudents for the phys- to the opportumity. health of our economy.

ics, biology and chemis- | Yes, for some pro- Companies like RIM

(ry that make things work,  grams there is a great don't sprowt magically—



